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cellent piece of composition, which has touched 
the heart and the imagination of its hearers. 
They all serve to show how we may be misled by 
mere verbal criticism, and in the estimate of any 
composer founded on his obedience to the rules 
of grammar. " Nice customs," says Shakespeare, 
" courtesy to great kings." But though genius is 
always to itself its own law, there are occasional 
deviations in smaller men in which we may dis- 
cover the germ of taste, and which often point 
to " arts unknown before." 

Croft carries down our cathedral music to the 
year 1727, when he died in the 50th year of his 
age, of an illness which he contracted in attending 
his duty at the coronation of George II. Twenty- 
six anthems of his composition appear to have 
been in common cathedral use in his life-time ; a 
larger number than is attached to the name of 
any other composer in the " Divine Harmony." 
In the preface to his Thirty Select Anthems, a 
work memorable as the first cathedral music in 
score ever presented to the public, he mentions 
Elford, the counter-tenor, for whom he expressly 
composed many solo anthems "as a bright 
example of excellence in this kind of singing, 
surpassing, as far as is known, all that ever went 
before him, and fit to be imitated by all who 
come after him ; particularly for his manner of 
giving due energy and emphasis to the words 
of his music." If the music itself did not tell us 
we might here directly learn what stress the Pur- 
cell school of composers laid on the delivery of the 
words. It is, indeed, the mainspring of the original 
power and effect of English church music. 

Elford was brought up in Lincoln Cathedral. 
He afterwards went to Durham and then to Lon- 
don, where he at first tried the stage, for which 
he wanted figure and action ; but was at length 
more suitably established in the Chapel Royal, 
and as lay vicar of St. Paul's and Westminster 
Abbey. He is said to have been equally admired 
by Purcell, Weldon, and Croft. 

Handel and Croft must have lived in London 
together during seventeen years. A great deal 
of the life of the German master in England was 
spent in the splendour of courtly or aristocratic 
society, while Croft still remained in the cloistered 
seclusion of his cathedral duty. But though no 
traces of their meeting are left, they must have 
been known to each other. Handel is recorded 
to have studied the character of the English, and 
to have observed their inclination for church 
music ; and as it was somewhat early in his 
career that he was engaged to compose cathedral 
music for the Duke of Chandos, we may safely 
look out for him among the devout hearers of our 
cathedral service in the choir of Westminster 
Abbey. Croft might have heard Handel's Operas, 
but he has left no traces of their melody in his 



works. It was otherwise with Dr. Greene, who 
was a constant attendant at the Opera ; and this 
gave rise to a saying which appears on observation 
of his works, to have some ground of truth — 
namely — that " his opera music smelt of the 
church, and his church music of the opera." 

(To be continued.) 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have to thank no fewer than eight hind correspondents for 
supplying us with the Catch on Tobacco by Dean Aldrich ; 
we hope to find room for its imertion in a future number 
of the Musical Times. 

A. V., Thornbury. — We will print your obliging communi- 
cation relative to Saville the first opportunity. 

R. W., Ross. — We sent you the round by post of which you 
requested the words. 

R. G., Kirkburn. — Many thanks for the Lancashire Christmas 
songs. 

K., Enfieid. — Our advertising pages are open for the inquiry 
you wish to make. 

Errata. — In our last number, page 119, line 53, for "32 ' 
read "132." 



Brief ®hi-Qrudj of the last iilonth. 



We have to thank kind correspondents for notices of 
the well-doing of several societies, including concerts 
by — The Westham Choral Society, Stoneyhurst Col- 
lege, Dec. 29 ; the Newcastle and Gateshead Amateur 
Choral Society, Dec. 30 ; the Upton St. Leonard's 
Choral Society, Jan. 2 ; the Bristol Classical Har- 
monists' performances of Haydn's Creation, Jan. 5 ; 
the Newport (Isle of Wight) Opera Society, Jan. 6; 
the Settle Choral Society, Jan. 6 ; the Kirkby, Selston, 
and Brinsley Union Choral Society, Jan. 13 ; the 
Wells Harmonic Society, Jan. 14 ; the Sunderland 
Harmonic Society, Jan. 20. And in London — the 
Choral Society, Charter House Square, conducted by 
Mr. W. H. Essex. — The Limehouse Choral Society, 
conducted by Mr. Hodd. — The Hackney Harmonic 
Society, Jan. 17. The pressure on our space will not 
allow of our giving details. 

Leeds. — Mr. W. Spark has been giving lectures for 
the promotion of glee singing, of which the local press 
speak in high praise. He is an enthusiast in bis 
advocacy for the proper appreciation of English com- 
posers' merit in this peculiar national school of music. 

The Sacred Harmonic Society, Exeter Hall. — 
The report of the committee presented at the annual 
general meeting has just been published ; — it is a very 
interesting document, and would be useful to many 
musical societies for study and imitation. The amount 
of their property was stated to consist of 

Cash in hand .... £260 

Stock in Public Funds (consols) . 1000 
Estimated value of library, music, 
instruments, fittings, &c. . . 1250 

£2510 
We ought to add to this the reputation and efficiency 
of the society's peiforming members. 

Hereford Cathedral. — We are glad to hear that 
the Dean and Chapter are making improvements in 
their choir, and contemplate the appointment of six 
lay clerks in March. 
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London Institution. — Mr. William H. Monk is 
giving a course of lectures on ecclesiastical music of 
more than usual interest. The course consists of six 
lectures (of which three are yet to come on Feb. 6th, 
20th, and 27th,) on the music of Italy, Germany, and 
England. 

Worcester Musical Festival. — The following 
gentlemen have accepted the office of stewards, in 
addition to those already announced : — The Right 
Hon. the Earl of Harrowhy ; W. S. P. Hughes, Esq. 
(Mayor of Worcester) ; the Hon. G. Rushout, M.P., 
and William Hancox, Esq., of Blakeshall House, 
Kidderminster. — Gloucester Journal. 

Philharmonic Society. — The concerts next season 
will take place as follows : — March 10th and 24th 
April 7th and 28th, May 12th and 20th, and June 9th 
and 23rd. Mr. Hogarth was elected secretary at a 
general meeting of the society, vacant by the death of 
Mr. George Budd. 



ADVEETISEMENTS. 



NOVELLO'S MONTHLY MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
This day is published, (in Sixpenny numbers — 16 pages,) 
uniform with the admired octavo editions of the Oratorios, 
Nos. I to 8 of 

Mendelssohn's "As the Hart Pants" 
(the 42nd Psalm), and the conclusion of Mendelssohn's 
"HYMN OF PRAISE." 

o n The 42nd Psalm will be contained in two more monthly 
numbers ; when the two works (Op. 52 and 42) may be had 
bound in the usual parchment cloth, price 5s. 6d. 

Joshua (Handel's), No. 6, price 6d., 
now ready — Sixteen page3, uniform with the above. 



Eastern Music, with Comic Sketches 
and Stories. — Twenty Melodies from the Egyptian, 
Turkish, Jewish, Greek, Arab, and Syrian ; for the Voice, 
Dulcimer, and Drum, with Piano Accompaniments. By 
John Macgregor, M.A. Price 23. 6d. 

J. Alfred Novello, 69, Dean-street, Soho, and 24, Poultry ; 
and Sampson Low, 169, Fleet-street. 

Also, by the same Author, 

THREE DAYS IN THE EAST. Price xs. 

Seeleys, Fleet-street. 

*»* The profits of the above works are given to the Ragge 

School Union. 



The Scorpion, (New Song) sung by 
Mr. R. Paget, for whom it was expressly written and 
composed. Words by Edward Farmer ; Music by G. Simpson. 

" The subject of this song, being the boast of a pirate, de- 
mands the spirited and energetic treatment which the composer 
has accorded to it. To a melody of great merit ore united 
suitable and well-conceived harmonies. The song has found 
an able interpreter in Mr. R. Paget, of Atherstone, who by 
his singing has created quite a sensation upon each occasion of 
its repetition. — Dramatic and Musical Review. 

London : Campbell, Ransford, & Co., 53, New Bond-street, 
andmay be had of Mr. R. Paget, Atherstone. Price 2S. 6d. 

Will be ready by the loth February, price 24s., 

ISAIAH, an Oratorio. — The words 
chiefly selected from the Scriptures, the music by 
WILLIAM JACKSON, Masham, 
(Author of " The Deliverance of Israel from Babylon," 

an Oratorio.) 

The work will be engraved large folio size, and neatly bound 

in cloth boards. The Alto and Tenor parts will be printed in 

the G clef, and the Orchestral parts arranged for the pianoforte. 

J. Alfred Novello, 69, Dean -street, Soho, and 24, Poultry. 

Fesca. — u I will praise Thee, O Lord," 
the Ninth Psalm, set to music by F. E. Fesca ; adapted 
to English words and dedicated to the Dublin Choral Society 
by Joseph Lidel. Op. 21. Reduced price, 3s. 

London Sacred Music Warehouse, J. A. Novello, Music Seller 
(by Appointment) to Her Majesty, 69, Dean-street, Soho, and 
24, Poultry ; where may be had the above Anthem in Parts : — 
Separate Chorus Parts, is 6d. ; String, 3s. 9d. ; Wind, 7s. 



The Patent Portable Metronome, (Re- 
gistered according to Act of Parliament, 6 & 7 Vict : 
c. 65.) is a very complete and perfect instrument for measuring 
time in music. It is the size and form of a small watch, and 
may be carried in the waistcoat pocket, being similar to a 
spring measuring tape, on one side of which arc marked the 
numbers of vibrations in one minute, (as in Maelzel's Metro- 
nome) and on the other the Italian musical terms in general 
use. From its moderate price, small dimensions, and practical 
usefulness, it is adapted for all classes of musicians and singers. 
Price, with case and suspender, Brass, 55.5 German Silver, 6s. : 
Pearl, 73.5 Shell, 8s. j Electro-plated,'8s. ; Gilt, 10s. each. 

Jj^olian Pitch-Pipes, all Notes in the 

J- 1 i Octave — Diatonic and Chromatic Sets — Sets for the 
Violin, Guitar, and Harp. 

THE MOUAiS MUTE, (a combination of the "A" 
/Eolian Pitch-Pipe and the Mute) for the Violin, is more 
easily applied and detached than the old Mute. 

PATENT CHROMATIC TUNING FORKS, sounding 
all the Tones and Semitones of the Octave; a perfect guide 
for tuning Pianofortes, &c, and for Leaders of Choirs, &c. 

BLU ED-STEEL SOSTENENTE TUNING FORKS, 
superior to all others in tone and finish. Sold by all Music- 
sellers. Manufactured by Edward Greaves, 56, South-street. 
Sheffield. ' 

The Mutual Life Assurance Society, 
39, King-street, Cheapside. 

The Society is constituted on purely mutual principles, the 
entire profits being divided amongst the Members. The Divi- 
sions of Profit are made annually on the 31st December, in 
which every Member participates who has paid two annual 
premiums on his Policy. 

Every Member shares in the Profits in proportion to the 
number and amount of the premiums paid, accumulated at 
compound interest. At 31st December, 1849, the Society 
had been established nearly sixteen years, and the additions 
then allotted to the three oldest Policies were as follow : 



Policy 

No. 



Age. 



Amount 
Assured 



Premiums 
Paid. 



Additions. 



Payable in case 

of Death during 

- 1850. 

£1,283 12 

2,701 4 

2,813 10 



29 £1,000 £384 £283 12 

42 2,000 1,186 13 4 701 4 

50 2,000 11,450 13 4 I 813 10 
The Directors are prepared to appoint suitable agents in 
country towns. Further information may be obtained from 
the Actuary. SAMUEL BROWN, Actuary 



Music and Musical Instruments. 

pUTTICK & SIMPSON, Auctioneers 

JL of Literary Property, will sell by Auction, at their Great 
Room, 191, Piccadilly, on Tuesday, February 4th, a Collec- 
tion of Ancient and Modern Music, comprising the Works of 
Esteemed Writers in all classes, Handel's Works, &c. • a 
6f Octave Rosewood Grand Pianoforte, by Broadwood • 
Violins, Violoncellos, Concertinas, Flutina, Flutes, two fine 
Musical Boxes, &c. — Catalogues will be sent on application. 

*** Consignments of Music and Instruments for the Sale to 
take place about the end of the month, should be made with- 
out delay. 



